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26 June 2019 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 

 

This is our final newsletter of what has been a very successful and enjoyable year in 

Halyrude. 

 

 

Beltane Week 

We would like to congratulate all our children on their participation and excellent 

behaviour during Beltane week.  They were a real credit to the school and to 

themselves.  We have received many positive comments from our parents and 

members of the community. 

 

Volunteers 

We were delighted to welcome some of our volunteers to our volunteer’s tea party.  

We very much appreciate all the help and support given by our volunteers, we simply 

could not provide all the learning experiences we currently do to our children without 

your support.  Thank you on behalf of the staff and children at Halyrude and we look 

forward to working with you in future. 

 

Parent Pay 

A reminder, if your child is in P7 please ensure that your ParentPay balance is zero by 

the end of term.  Any money left on the account will not transfer to your child’s 

secondary school.  Thank you. 

 

AED 

We are very keen to purchase an AED( defibulator) to go on the wall outside our school 

and would like to thank Mrs Alcorn who has raised the fantastic sum of £240 in a 

sponsored marathon run.  Many thanks to all of those who sponsored Mrs Alcorn.   

 

Staff Changes 

As many of you may know, Mrs Warnock is retiring after spending many years working in 

Halyrude and the Tweeddale Support Centre.  Mrs Warnock has a wealth of knowledge 

and enthusiasm and has been a much valued member of staff.  We wish her all the 

very best for the future. 

 

Mrs Wilson, one of our additional needs assistants is also moving on to further education.  

Mrs Wilson has also been a member of staff for many years and again has provided 

care and support to many children over the years.  We wish Mrs Wilson all the very best 

for her future and wish to take this opportunity to thank her for all her hard work both in 

school and in her volunteering role as one of the leaders of our running club. 

 

Our values: 
Achieving, Included, Respectful 



We would also like to thank Gordy our newest member of staff for all his hard work and 

enthusiasm.  Gordy has replaced Peter Shearlaw as our new cleaner and not only works 

tirelessly to clean our school but has spent a lot of time getting to know the children 

and helping them in school and in the playground.   Gordy has very quickly become a 

valued member of our team! 

 

Parent Council 

Thank you to our Parent Council this year for their contribution to the school.  We value 

the partnership and the feedback we receive from parents in order to plan learning 

experiences for the children.  A special mention to Dr Donkers who is retiring as chair of 

the Parent Council, thank you for all your hard work and support on behalf of children, 

staff and parents. 

 

School Uniform 

If you have any good quality uniform which you no longer need we would very much 

appreciate it if you could donate it to our uniform swap shop.  If you are in need of 

school uniform before the end of term, please let us know.  The swap shop will be open 

in the new term.  Please support our efforts to recycle our school uniforms.  Thank you. 

 

Primary One Stay and Play 

After the daily mile on the first two Fridays of term there will be an opportunity for our 

primary one parents or grandparents to stay and play with their children for half an 

hour.  There will then be coffee and tea available and the chance to chat to Margaret 

and Jean who ran our PEEP group.  We hope that you are able to join us. 

 

Grant for Parents of Primary One Children 

This payment provides families in Scotland, who are on a low income, with £250 to help with the 
costs of a child starting school.  People can apply around the time a child normally starts 
Primary 1 and if they get certain benefits or tax credits.  For this year that means if their child is 
born on or between 1 March 2014 to 28 Feb 2015. Applications can be made from 3 June 2019 
until 29 February 2020 either online at www.mygov.scot/best-start-grant or by contacting the 
Freephone helpline on 0800 182 2222 (open Monday to Friday from 8am to 6pm) 
 
See here for the Best Start Grant School Age Payment toolkit containing materials for your 
use.     

 

 

 

 

Surveys 

 

Please see below: 

 

 
The Best Start Grant 
 

https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=cf3a1e7b71&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=8a134007b3&e=2d7eb76703


  ‘How’s life?’ 

Scotland’s survey to explore the life experiences of people with learning disabilities in 

Scotland is now open.  We hope carers for people with learning disabilities will get 

involved.  The survey closes on 30th September. 

  

‘How’s Life?’ was developed by The Scottish Commission for Learning Disability (SCLD) 

along with a number of partner organisations:  

        ARC Scotland 

        Down’s Syndrome Scotland 

        ENABLE Scotland 

        Key 

        PAMIS 

        People First (Scotland) 

  

As well as giving people with learning disabilities (over the age of sixteen) the chance to 

have their say about what is important in their life, the survey will give invaluable 

information which can help inform future policy and research.  It can be completed here.  

 

 

 
 
Parental Involvement and Engagement census 
 

As part of the Government’s commitment to improving the ways in which parents, carers 

and families work in partnership with teachers and partners, your feedback is needed. 

We are urging all parents to complete the Parental Involvement and Engagement 

census. We are also keen to increase the voice that parents and carers have in leading 

improvements within their school. 

The survey is a key element of the Learning Together National Action Plan on parental 

involvement, parental engagement, family learning and learning at home. It has been 

developed with local authorities across Scotland and contains a number of actions and 

goals designed to improve the support and information available to parents. 

We are keen to make sure that all Borders’ parents and family carers take part. 

The survey is open from Monday 3 to Sunday 30 June and should only take 5-8 minutes to 

complete. 

 

Take part in the survey online for: 

https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=676f9a0a62&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=ffe5955f69&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=f349f47b1a&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=0b7928606e&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=0b7928606e&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=d93a9a4d32&e=2d7eb76703


Yours sincerely 

Leigh Brunton 

 

Head Teacher 

 

 

Dates for the diary: 

 

27 Jun Gardening group today - individual letters sent home if your 

child is taking part. 

28 Jun P7 Leavers Mass in school 9am 

1 Jul P7 Leaver’s assembly 2pm 

2 Jul Holidays begin 3.20pm  

19 + 20 Aug Staff in-service days 

21 Aug All back, 8.45am  

 

 Secondary schools 

 Primary schools 

 Special schools 

Free online access is available in all public libraries and Council contact centres. 

If you would like a paper copy or support to take part, contact your child’s school.  

 

Good Luck 

Good luck to our primary seven children as they move on to high school.  We know 

you are all ready for the next stage in your school career and wish you all the very 

best.  Good luck also to the other children who are moving on this year, enjoy your 

new schools! 

 

Thank you 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all our children for their hard work this 

year, they have much to be proud of!  Thank you also to our parents and family 

members for their support this year and for attending all our in school events.  Your 

contribution is very much appreciated. 
 

A final thank you goes to our staff team.  I personally appreciate the hard work 

and commitment of each and every staff member, whatever role they play in 

school.  Together, along with the children and families make Halyrude a happy 

place to work and learn. 

 

Happy Holidays 

On behalf of everyone in Halyrude I would like to wish you all a happy and 

enjoyable summer break.  We look forward to seeing everyone in August. 
 

https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=40a5e02013&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=50286c0fab&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=be4df7dee6&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=1346baffdc&e=2d7eb76703
https://borderscarerscentre.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a7229228abd6af34c4abcbde3&id=bd2dcf3584&e=2d7eb76703

